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Mars approaches close position on April 14, 2014.
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- Richard Bosman Enschede Netherland-
(L-EE u-g‘ % t ’j::f Does Mars always appear the same? No. As both Earth and Mars orbit the Sun, the apparent angular
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- size of Mars changes as viewed from the Earth. Pictured above from Enschede, Holland, Mars was
j B ol captured in 2007 and 2008 with 30 separate images, all taken with the same magnification. When Earth
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and Mars are on opposite sides of the Sun, Mars appears relatively small. Conversely, when Earth and
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Mars are near each other, Mars looms large and bright. Visible also in the above images are the north
T2 2014F585y (PRLO7—-Y) &D polar cap of Mars, dark and light soil, clouds, and, in the early images, a global dust storm.
http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap080714.html
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Apron Covermg Dunes Apron on Pol_ygon__s Fresh Dust free Surfaces
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If you could stand on Mars -- what might you see? Scroll right to find out. The robotic Spirit rover that rolled around Mars from 2004 to 2009 Mars climbed to the top of a hill in 2005 and took a series of images over three days that were then digitally combined into a 360 degree panorama.
Spirit was instructed to take images having the same resolution as a human with 20-20 eyesight. The full panoramic result can be found by clicking on the above image and has a level of detail unparalleled in the history of Martian surface photography. The panorama was taken from the pinnacle of

Husband Hill and has been dubbed the Everest panorama, in honor of the view from the tallest mountain on Earth. Visible in Gusev Crater are rocks, rusting sand, a Martian sundial, vast plains, nearby peaks, faraway peaks, and sand drifts. In the distance, fast moving dust devils can be seen as slight
apparitions of red, green, or blue, the colors of filters used to build up this natural color vista. http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap131208.html
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