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Hey Yoko, what are you doing here so late?

I went to that information session for summer study abroad. Weren’t you
|I| , too?

Oh, I completely forgot about that. But actually, I don’t think I should go
anywhere in the summer because it’s way too pricey and I really want to save
up for a full semester in the fall.

Really? Where do you want to go?

Well, Mariko came back from Finland last March and couldn’t stop talking
about what a great time she had.

So, what are you thinking? Do you also want to try Finland?

I'm not sure. I want to experience a new country, but on the other hand, I
want to see my high school host family again in Australia. They offered me a
free place to stay if I go back there.

So, you

Yeah, I stayed with them for two weeks when I was a freshman and we've
kept in touch ever since. You also studied somewhere abroad in high school,
didn’t you?

No, you’re thinking of Mariko. She went to New Zealand when she was a
senior. I've never even had a passport!

Wow, but your English is so good. I guess you just study a lot. So, this August
will be your first time abroad, then. Where are you planning to go?

I've narrowed it down to Malaysia or the Philippines. Like you said, it’s
ridiculously expensive to go abroad, especially in the summertime.

So, if you choose someplace closer to Japan, you can save on flights.

Right. And also, I think the cost of living in both those countries is cheaper
than going anywhere in Northern Europe or North America.

Seems like you've got a plan figured out. Hopefully, I myself can make a
decision by the end of the month.



(1) Zgi| 1 e 2 |EA2RLENELDEROFH S ENENL DR, £
DEFEY— 7L
|I| (1 planning on attending @ planned to attend
(3 planned to attending @) planning on attend

(1) prefer studying in Finland to Australia?

@ know Mariko also stayed with a host family?
3 think high school is the best time to study abroad?
@) already have a host family in Australia?
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Which of the following statements is NOT true?
(1 Nani does not have to pay housing fees to study in Australia.
Mariko talked a lot about studying abroad in Finland.

August is a very expensive month to go abroad.

® © ®

Living in the Philippines is far more costly than that in the US.
(3) KRFEOHFTHINTVWLILLELTHYZLDEROFNDS 2O, 2OHFFTE2~Y—7
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(1 Yoko did not attend the summer study abroad session because she wants to go
somewhere in the fall.

@ Yoko can save money by avoiding studying abroad in countries that are far
from Japan.

(3 Mariko wanted to try living in a new country after her experience in
Australia.

@ Talking with Mariko influenced Yoko to study abroad and improve her
English.

5 Nani decided to go to Australia instead of Finland because it is cheaper.

® Nani confused Mariko’s high school experience with Yoko’s.

7 Yoko decided to get a passport after she heard about Mariko’s trip to New

Zealand.



I

KDOA > I Ca—FLFE i, FLORMIZER Lo (B 25)

Robot Orchestra is Coming to Town

Robot Orchestra is the newest music

group sweeping the mnation. This Robot Orchestra Live Concert

month, we caught up with the

band’s manager and creator, Norbert . Date: 3rd June 2018 to 10th June 2018

Hulmer, to learn more about him > Time: Open 7:00 pm / Start 8:00 pm

and his unique troupe of robots that . End 10:00 pm

will be performing live. Place: Electric City Center for the Arts

Q:

A:

o

&

How long have you been performing and what inspired you to start Robot
Orchestra?

The idea for the band started 20 years ago in college. There were all these
interesting science fiction movies in the cinemas about AI. I saw one film about a
man who becomes famous for the most beautiful paintings, and he turns out to be
a robot in the end of the film. I think that was my inspiration. I thought robots
should be used for more artistic pursuits such as painting or even music. And I
wanted to make it happen. But it wasn’t until five years ago that I finally had the

money to develop my robots and make the band a reality.

: Are you a musician or a programmer?

I had a passion for music as a younger man and I even wanted to pursue it in
college. But, you know, these days almost anyone can become famous with the help
of the internet and those popular idol programs on TV, but back in my day it was
a real gamble. So I got a degree in business management. I also took some science
courses for fun and met Molly, my wife, who coincidentally graduated in robotics.
She’s in charge of the programming and design of our robots and I myself compose

the music and take care of the managerial stuff.

: Can you tell us a bit about the musicians?

We've got an electric violinist, a guitarist, and a female vocalist. Her voice is

that of Molly, who’s such a wonderful singer, but so shy you’ll never hear

her sing in public, but people can hear her channeled through the robot.

_3_
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: Where would you like to go with Robot Orchestra in the near future?

I'm quite happy with the way our robots move like people, sing, and play their
instruments. But I'd like to explore AI further, you know, get the robots to write
their own lyrics and compose their own original tunes to perform. That will be

truly amazing.

(1) Norbert Hulmer [X2’0 Ky b+ —F7 A T2 BnoniEZonlakXTwnbsrhonk L
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(1 He bought a painting made by a robot and thought robots could become
famous.

@ TFive years ago, he went to a live concert and thought it was interesting.

(3 His wife who loves singing and technology encouraged him to build the robots.

@) Many years ago, he saw a movie about a robot that became a successful

artist.

(2) T#HE “inspired” & XREZZTICEBE PR ONLEEROT NS 1 DRV, Z0OF5
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3 amplified in @ based at
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1) Which of the following statements most closely describes Norbert’s vision for

Robot Orchestra? |I|

(1 The design of the robots will be improved, so they will look and sound more
human.

@ The robots will learn to create music rather than just play what Norbert
composes.

(3 Other kinds of instruments will be used to produce songs with unique sounds.

@ Norbert will further explore AI to program robots that can also paint and

make films.

2) Which of the following statements is true about Norbert?

He previously chose a career as a scientist instead of a musician.
He used to be a designer and programmer of robots.

He is disappointed that his wife has been too shy to become a famous singer.

® © o

He pursued business in college because he did not want to take risks.
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It is quiet in my office these days. Few people use the telephone. In fact, I myself
do not make phone calls for private purposes. When I ask people around me whether
they think the same thing, they say, “Youre right” and “Same here.” When did this

happen? Time spent on telephone lines in Japan

(Including using internet via fixed lines)

This graph shows the time spent
) ) " [tvilions of hours)
using the phone in Japan. When the
Internal Affairs and Communications
Ministry (the former Posts and

Telecommunications Ministry) first

started compiling statistics in fiscal

1988, people spent a total of 3.1 3k Mobile phones connect to internet
011 . . Internet diffusion rate exceeds 50%
billion hours talking on the phone in °
ol Rapid increase Social networking services
. in mobile phone such as Mixi start full-scale
a year, or 4.1 minutes per person subseriptions operations
. . Launch of iPhone
per day. Usage continued to rise 1
’ Launch of Start of LINE
. . Windows 95
reaching a ( 7 ) of 9.1 minutes . | |(fisca| year)
1988 90 95 2000 05 10 15

per day in fiscal 2000. Then the

Source: Internal Affairs and Communications Ministry
figure began to decline, and in fiscal
2015, it was down to 4.4 minutes. This figure includes internet connections made
through fixed phone lines and other forms of usage, so it is not just about voice calls.
When did voice calls actually begin to decline?

“It is fair to say that voice-call usage began to ( 1 ) with the internet’s full-
scale popularization after 2000,” says a professor at the University of Tokyo who is an
expert on communications. “As people gained access to the internet on their personal
computers and phones, email came to phone calls due to its cost-effectiveness
and convenience.”

Indeed, I vividly remember how email changed my workplace. Contacting people by
email reduced the time spent on the phone, and saved the trouble of calling again and
again until the person I wanted to talk with returned to their desk. This is surely
how my office got so quiet. One Tokyo-based management school organizing training

programs for new corporate recruits has also discovered that a conspicuous number of

young men have difficulty talking on the phone and prefer communicating by text.
This trend is not limited to the workplace. Since 1995, the Tokyo University
professor’s team has conducted a survey every five years on the nation’s information-
acquiring behavior, in which they investigate what media and means of communication
people are using. The total time spent talking on the phone, including for private use,
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fell sharply between 2010 and 2015 in particular, according to the study. “Here we see
the influence of social media. The advent of LINE in 2011 had an especially strong
effect,” he says. LINE is marketed as a “free calls app,” but its most-used feature is
exchanging written messages, not voice calls. “As a matter of fact, university students
these days can have ‘private conversations’ by exchanging text messages via
smartphones. This has resulted in some very quiet classrooms,” says the professor.

(When was the last time you used the phone? (The Japan News, March 13, 2017))
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Demand for “drone schools” is taking off as people seek to learn to operate drones
after strict regulations were introduced following a series of accidents and complaints.

Spreading the use of flying vehicles is a part of the government’s
economic growth strategy. Their use, however, is restricted, making it difficult to fly
the pilotless planes in urban areas. Meanwhile, many companies are considering using
drones for their businesses, and schools that teach the relevant rules and how to fly
drones safely are being thronged with clients from those firms.

One weekday in mid-April, 2016, about 50 people in business suits gathered at an
athletics ground in Yokohama, where its operator calls the “first” dedicated
practice field for drones in the Tokyo metropolitan area opened earlier that month.
These people were participants in programs in which they could learn drone-related
laws and fly the pilotless small aircraft by themselves.

“I want to be able to use drones, but I have to train myself first,” said a 49-year-
old male participant who works for a video production company in Tokyo. “But there
were places to practice and that was a problem for me before.”

A senior director of a Tokyo-based major drone retailer, which runs the flight
practice ground, said the facility will play a significant role in ensuring ( 7 ).
“They are still ( 4 ) if we just sell them to customers,” he said. “People can

become skilled operators and will be able to use drones for practical purposes only

after they fly the vehicles many times by themselves.”

An annual membership costs corporate users 16,200 yen, while individuals are
charged 8,640 yen. Up to five people from a registered firm as well as individual
members can use the facility for three hours at a cost of 4,320 yen. Free lecture
sessions are also available at the practice field.

Another major company that manufactures and sells controllers for drones and
other devices, established a “school” inside its plant in Chosei, Chiba Prefecture, in
mid-May, in 2016, so that people can learn to fly them.

On a recent day, students wearing hard hats were seen operating drones by slowly
pushing the control sticks forward according to directions from the 64-year-old male
instructor. The sound of propellers and the voice of the instructor directing students to
“move the drones forward slowly” echoed inside the 10 by 20 meter room, where a
large electric fan was set up to simulate winds so that students could practice
operating drones outdoors.

The school provides only small classes. One five-day course that starts on Mondays
and ends on Fridays is priced at 300,000 yen per person. Despite the high price, four

— 7 —



men aged from their 30s to 80s attended the school’s first class. The five-day program
will be offered until late July, and there are still some seats left, according to officials
of the company.

On the first day of the lesson, students learn about drone flying mechanisms,
precautions for flights, the radio and aviation laws, and other regulations. They also
have to take a written exam on the day. Students are allowed to practice flying
drones from the second day onwards, and they take a flight test on the final day. If
they pass the exam, they receive a certificate from the Japan UAS Industrial
Development Association, based in Tokyo.

(77 ) 82-year-old participant who runs an antenna installation company in
Tokyo said he took the class because he thought he might be able to come up with
new business ideas via the lesson. ( T ) 63-year-old student, an employee of an
information technology firm, said the class helped him understand the appeal of
drones. “After flying a drone by myself, I became aware that operating them is fun.”
he said.

(Drone schools get off to a flying start as demand for skills grows

(The Asahi Shinbun, June 28, 2016))
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1) Which of the following statements is true about the schools introduced in the
passage?
(1 The drone school in Yokohama opened later than that in Chiba Prefecture.
@ The membership fee of the school in Yokohama is 16,200 yen per person.
(3 Participants of the drone school in Chiba Prefecture fly their drones indoors.
@ Both the schools provide some lecture lessons for free.
2) Which of the following statements is true about the content of the five-day
course provided by the school in Chiba?
(1) The participants try flying drones on the first day.
@ The instructors provide written tests on the first day as well as on the fifth
day.
(3 The participants take a written test on drone-related matters on the first day.
@) The participants have to submit a certificate to the school on the last day.
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According to a survey conducted by the Japan National Tourism Organization in
2015, the estimated number of international visitors to Japan reached over 1.6 million
in November 2015, the highest figure ever and a 41.0% increase from the previous
year.

Some events have (1) much @ for @ do @) with 6 to) the reasons why

foreign tourists are heali)ding to Japan. In 2013, Mount Fuji was added to the World
Heritage List and Washoku, dJapanese cuisine, to UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural
Heritage List. These events are enhancing Japan’s global recognition. Booming
Japanese pop culture such as youth fashion and manga is also attracting global
attention to the country. Visitors also put much faith in Japanese “hospitality,”

(1) them @ which 3 feel @ enjoys 5 makes) comfortable while in Japan.

2)
In addition, Japan itself is known as one of the safest countries in the world, so more
foreign travelers are choosing it as their destination.

Although there are a variety of factors making Japan a popular country to visit,

(1) fueled @ is @3 the trend @ being 6 has) by development of social
3)

networking services which help spread the charms of Japan. However, this sudden
increase of foreign tourists has also created problems such as cultural frictions and
shortage of accommodation. Despite these issues, Japanese people are doing their best

to welcome tourists, as they prepare for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
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Which of the following statements is NOT described as one of the reasons for the
increasing number of foreign visitors to Japan?
(1 Complaints about lacking accommodation
@ Popularity of Japanese warmth and generosity
(3 Global recognition of Japanese pop culture
@

Interest in the Japanese style of preparing food





