—fix Asi BufH - 9FELE(AHIE) 1 HE

R EA

Marie:

Luca:

Marie:

Luca:

Marie:

Luca:

Marie:

RO FFHBEE TOREE 2 A, PilOFMICE 2 Lo (B 25)

&

¥ Helsinki

. 8
Y,

¢

Hey, Luca! It’s been so long since we've seen each other. We should definitely
meet up during the winter holidays while we are both studying abroad in
Europe.

I agree! I've been thinking the same thing. Do you have any ideas for where
we could meet?

Well, since I've been studying in Paris, I've already explored a lot of France.
And I'm sure you feel the same about Italy after living in Rome for the past
few months. So, how about meeting somewhere new?

Yeah, I've really enjoyed my time in Rome, but I'd love to see something
different. I also need a short break from Italian food. I've probably eaten pasta
every day since I arrived!

Haha, I feel the same about French pastries! They’re amazing, but I think I've
had enough croissants to last a lifetime. So, where should we go?

What about Barcelona? It’s not too far for either of us, and I've always
wanted to see the unique architecture there.

Barcelona sounds amazing! I went there once on a short trip with my family,
but there’s still so much I didn’t get to see. The only problem is that I heard
that there will be a special Christmas event this year, which might make it
more crowded than usual. Plus, hotel prices could be higher than in other

cities.



Luca: That’s a good point. Actually, I was also thinking about Helsinki in Finland.
It’s supposed to be one of the most interesting cities in Europe, and the
Christmas markets there are famous. I think it would be fun to experience a
real winter holiday atmosphere.

Marie: Helsinki is definitely on my bucket list. |I| ? I'm not used to freezing
temperatures!

Luca: True... I guess we should consider the weather, too. What do you think about
Amsterdam? It’s a bit closer for both of us, and it has a mix of history,
culture, and fun activities we can enjoy together. It will be cold, but maybe
not as cold as Helsinki.

Marie: Oh, I love that idea! We could bike around the canals, visit museums, and
even try some street food.

Luca: Exactly! And since it’s not as far as Helsinki, travel might be a little cheaper.
Also, we wouldn’t have to worry about extreme cold.

Marie: Sounds like the perfect plan. Let’s go with Amsterdam! Tl some
places to stay and send you some options.

Luca: Great! I can’t wait to see you. It’s going to be an amazing trip!

Marie: Me too! Only a few more weeks to go!
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Do you think Helsinki is more fun than Barcelona

What can I buy at the Christmas market

But isn’t Helsinki really cold in December

What kind of food do they eat in Helsinki
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Marie is concerned that Barcelona will be too ( 7 ) and Helsinki will be too
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(4 ).

«c7 ) — A4
(1) expensive — dull
@ unique — far
3) quiet — extreme
@ crowded — cold
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Marie and Luca are both feeling |I| .
(1) tired of the winter weather in Europe
@ anxious to return to their home country
3) excited about their summer vacation
@) eager to take a break from their usual food
(5) ERWBONEIIEH bOEROTNL 1 DB, Z0EFEY—7 4L,
Marie is going to attend a special event in Barcelona with her family.
Luca is interested in the historical and cultural aspects of Amsterdam.

Marie feels reluctant about going to Amsterdam with Luca.

® o @

Luca wants to go to Barcelona because it is more popular than other cities.
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Barkham Town Board Game Competition

To all residents of Barkham Town,

As part of the festival celebrating the 300th anniversary of our wonderful town,
Barkham Town Board Game Club would like to welcome everyone to a special event
on Saturday, July 16th. The event will be a unique board game competition held at
East Barkham dJunior High School. We hope you will join us to find out who the
greatest gamer in Barkham Town is!

Whether you are a beginner or an expert, there will be a range of board games
for you to play. Any amateurs who do not feel confident about participating alone will
have the opportunity to try out some board games with their friends instead. We hope

you will join us for a really fun day!

Information
e The event will cost $5 to attend.
e The event will start at midday. The first competition matches will begin at 12:15.

e The final tournament matches will begin at 18:15.

Games
There will be two categories of board games.
1. Four-Player Games : You can play these games with your friends. They will be
free to play without entering the tournament.
Baltimore Terror Lord of Life: Ghost Sleeping Fish
% All four-player games can be played without paying any additional fees. If
you want to play one of these, please speak to a staff member after you arrive

at the event.

2. Two-Player Versus Games : These will be used exclusively in the competitions.
There will be three tournaments, one for each versus game.
Ships of War King of the Race Return to White Castle
% If you would like to participate, please also read the tournament participation

information below.




Tournament Participation Information

¢ Entering a tournament costs $20.

¢ Please make sure you only enter one tournament.

e The winner of each competition will receive a first prize of $50. If you come in
second place, you will be awarded $25.

e If you wish to enter a tournament, contact Mr. Marsh at marsh.o@BBGC.com. The

deadline for applications is Friday, July 15th.

Lucky Draw Prize

A lucky draw prize will be given to one person who will be chosen at random by the
Chairperson of the Barkham Town Board Game Club from all tournament participants.
This person will receive a pass to attend all Barkham Town Board Game Club events

for free for one year. The club organizes six events every year, each of which usually

costs $5.

(1) T#EE “confident” & XREZZ TICEEZ PR ONL DD ROHNL 1 OEY, £0D
Frrk~—rE L, |I|
(1) consistent 2 excessive 3 convenient @  comfortable
(2) COFNOHME L TROEY LS DEROHNS 1 DY, 20FTEY—r L,
(1 To announce the closure of East Barkham Junior High School
@ To inform residents of Barkham Town of a board game competition
3 To provide information on the various memberships of a Barkham Town Board
Game Club
@) To report that six board games have been stolen from Barkham Town Board
Game Club
(3) ZOFRNOWNFILED LI, ROFEXDZEFIZA LIS #EY 2R b 02 TLOHRNSH 12
BY, toFrEv—rE L
People who are interested in playing Sleeping Fish must .
(1 contact Mr. Marsh in advance
@ arrive at East Barkham Junior High School before 12 o’clock
3 talk to a member of staff once they enter the school

@) pay $20 as a participation fee




(4) ROMVOEZELTROBYZDDEZTROFNLZNLEN ] DEL, TOFTEZY—
78 Lo
1) Which of the following statements is NOT true? |I|
(1 Anyone wanting to participate in Ships of War must sign up by the day
before the event.

@ Participants who want to enter a tournament have to pay an additional fee.

@

The prize for first place in the tournament is double that of second place.

®

It is possible to win two tournaments and earn $100.

2) Which of the following statements about the lucky draw prize is true?
By the end of the event, six people will have won the lucky draw prize.

The participants of the event will select the prize winner.

It is a cash prize of $5 and a Barkham Town Board Game Club membership.

® W O @

One person will win a year-long pass to enter the Board Game Club’s events

for free.
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A coral species has spread to the area near the
entrance to Tokyo Bay and is threatening to damage
the ecosystems in its warming waters.

One type of coral, called Acropora pruinosa (L%

1)
I FVY A4 ), is native to areas around the Kii
Peninsula (¢ ft *f* &) and the Shikoku region.

However, it has created a vivid, tropical-like scene

along the western coast of the southern Boso
Peninsula (FE#¥E). On September 9, 2024, a diver searched the sea near the
Katsuyama district in Kyonan (#EFH]), Chiba Prefecture. That day, the temperature of
the seawater reached as high as 28.2 degrees. After a 10-minute boat ride from the
port, the diver went into the water and found a 100-square-meter carpet of the coral
on the seafloor.

Tateyama (fiilliTi) in Chiba Prefecture, at the south tip of the Boso Peninsula,
was believed to be the farthest ( 7 ) area of Japan where coral reefs could form.
However, the diving point was located about 15 kilometers ( 1 ) of Tateyama.

A diving shop owner in Katsuyama said, “The coral first appeared there some 30

2)
years earlier. At that time, it spread very slightly over the seafloor, but about five or

six years ago, it suddenly began to expand rapidly.”

Changes in the marine environment are behind the coral invasion. Global warming
3)
has prevented water temperatures from dropping. Japan Meteorological Agency

statistics show that global warming caused the average sea temperature worldwide to
rise by 0.61 degrees over the past 100 years, and that waters around Japan recorded
a 1.28-degree rise. In the first half of 2024, sea temperatures off Japan were the
highest since 1982, while waters near Tateyama were one degree higher than average.

“The coral is now found everywhere near Katsuyama, likely because of the higher
sea temperatures,” said the diving shop owner. “Although some may consider it
favorable to see an Okinawa-like view under the sea appear here, it causes changes in

4)
the types of fish being caught. That is a major problem for fishermen.”

(Source: The Asahi Shimbun, October 27, 2024 K75 26-0613 [HAH At |2 MEK Cliz
WTrzra20 %))
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A town in Nagasaki Prefecture’s Goto Islands set up a new section devoted to the
area’s specialty noodles, Goto udon. The new section named “Goto udon ka” was set up
as part of Shinkamigoto’s municipal government to promote the noodles.

Goto udon noodles are thin and have a firm yet flexible texture, a good contrast

1)
to Hakata udon noodles from Fukuoka Prefecture, which are thick and soft. Goto udon

noodles are handmade with edible camellia oil, another specialty of the Goto Islands.
The oil prevents the noodles sticking to each other. The most common way to
enjoy Goto udon in the town is “jigoku-daki” (literally “hell boiling”), which involves
taking the noodles directly from the hot pot.

In recent years, the number of businesses involved in Goto udon in Shinkamigoto
has decreased due to the aging of udon noodle makers and the lack of successors. In
2018, there were 33 businesses producing or selling Goto udon. Now there are only 25.

A noodle company that started its business about 50 years ago has drawn

2)
attention by making colorful noodles with locally produced tomatoes, flying fish powder

and other ingredients. However, the company cannot keep up with demand during the
busiest times of the year, such as the Bon holiday in summer and the year-end and
New Year holiday period, so it sometimes has to turn down orders.

“Some people in the industry are considering closing their businesses because they
can’t maintain the production machinery or they don’t have heirs to carry on the
business. There’s a need for the whole town to come togethe31)" to continue making
quality udon noodles,” said the third-generation president of the noodle company.

In the midst of all this, the Goto udon section in the town’s municipal government
was established in October 2024. The town looks to expand production of the noodles
and strengthen support for businesses in the industry. The town will also encourage

4)
the transfer of operations between businesses and those who wish to take over. Also

under consideration is the introduction of digital technologies to improve the efficiency
of udon businesses and the establishment of a storage house that can be shared by
the businesses to ensure a stable supply.

The Goto udon section is also making efforts to promote sales of Goto udon
outside the prefecture. In 2024, the town participated for the first time in a
nationwide udon promotional event where the section officials served Goto udon at
reasonable price to show its .

The annual sales of Goto udon, based on the shipping values of 25 wudon
businesses in the town, was about ¥1.48 billion in fiscal 2023. The town has set goals
to establish its udon brand and increase sales to ¥2 billion.

_9_



Ten town officials of the tourism and commerce section are working as members of
the Goto udon section. The municipal government hopes the section will have its own
staff in the future. “I want to work so that young people will have an awareness of
Goto udon and it will continue to ,” said a town official who serves as the
head of both sections.

There are other examples of local government sections named after local
specialties, such as the apple section in Hirosaki, Aomori Prefecture, and the Kinosaki
onsen spa section in Toyooka, Hyogo Prefecture.

In April 2024, the municipal government of Kitakata, Fukushima Prefecture,
launched the Kitakata ramen section and the soba noodle section. Twelve municipal

5)
employees of the sections, who also serve in the tourism exchange section, are working

to promote the foods in the Tokyo metropolitan area and to find successors for
Kitakata ramen and local soba noodle businesses.

“'m glad there’s another section devoted to noodles,” the head of the sections said
about the Goto udon section. “Although our local governments are in ( 7 ) parts of

Japan, I hope we can promote our noodles ( 4 ) someday.”
(Source: The Japan News, January 12, 2025)
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