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John:

Hi, T hope you can help me, but I lost my sports bag while I was taking your
line the other day, I'm afraid.

Lost and Found Center Staff: OK. Well, first of all, can you tell me exactly when you

John:

Staff:

John:

Staff:

John:

Staff:

John:

Staff:
John:

Staff:

John:
Staff:
John:

lost the item?

Er...I think I lost it on Wednesday this week. I don’t usually use that bag, but
I started carrying it, along with my briefcase, from Monday this week because
I decided to work out at the gym after work. You see, the gym is within
walking distance of my workplace. When I was just about to leave after work
on Wednesday, I found I didn’t have the bag in my company locker.

Then, it’s possible the bag is still in your office, isn’t it?

No, I don’t think so. Honestly, I don’t remember whether I had it with me
when I arrived that day because I had an urgent call from my boss just before
my arrival. Of course, I did search everywhere in my office and asked around,
but that drew a blank.

I see.

I did, but they said they only keep items for a short time before sending them

here to the Lost and Found Center at the main terminal. Also, I can’t recall if
I left it on the train or platform.
Yes, actually, items left on the platform would still be at the local station, and
all other items are sent here after two days. So, can you describe the bag?
Well, it’s black and made of sports-type material. And it might be called a
hybrid type because it can be used as both a hand-carry bag and a rucksack.
Hmm, I'm afraid you need to narrow it down a bit.
Oh, I really don’t remember much about it because it’s relatively new, but I
think it has red piping around the outer edges and also a mascot keyring
attached to the handle.
OK, I will check the bags handed in. Just a moment.

(Staff goes to the backroom and comes back after a while.)
Yes, there is one bag now in the backroom fitting your description.
Oh, thank you very much for that!
But I have to ask you to show me your ID before I can release the bag to you.

Oh! I don’t have any ID with me today!



(1) T#HH “that drew a blank” & IRZEZEZ FICEE N 5N LK LEY) 2 b D2 ROH
b1 OB, ZOFFEV— T L,
(1) there was no one working @ my voice caught no attention
3 I was not able to find it @ the blank was just filled in
(2) %Pt EAB Y b DEROHR S 1 ORE, ZOFEY— /¢ L,
Could you be more specific about when you lost it?
Did you inquire at your local train station?

You kept the bag with you at all times, didn’t you?

® W o @

Are you sure you didn’t leave your bag at home?
(3) SKFHOWNFIZEI 12, kol) ~3) OMVOBEZ & LTRL#EY LS OE TRLOF
NHENZTN ] DY, ZOHFFTEY— I L,
1) When does this conversation between John and the staff most likely happen?
On the exact day when John first went to the gym
Immediately after John looked for the bag at his workplace

Before John’s lost item was sent to the main terminal

® w o @

Sometime during the weekend
2) Which of the following statements about the bag John lost is true? |I|
(1) It is a black case with a red pinstripe mascot attached to the edge.
@ It can be optionally carried on the back or by hand.
3) It is red all over the surface with a touch of deep black.
@) It looks very sporty, but is actually made of quality leather.
3) Which of the following statements about the Lost and Found Center is NOT
true?
(1) At first, all the lost items that are brought to the railroad company are
immediately sent to the Lost and Found Center.
@ Owners may pick up some of their lost items at their local station, not at the
Lost and Found Center.
3 Lost items which were sent to the Lost and Found Center are kept in the
backroom.
@) There seems to be a rule that the staff will check the owner’s ID before

releasing the lost item.
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Eades Pines Campground .|$%&

Eades Pines Campground offers a wide variety of camping

experiences from the most basic tent sites to rental cabins to luxurious cottages
with all the amenities. Our private campground is located right next to Platinum
Lake State Park, with all its beautiful mountains, lakes and forests. Eades Pines
is open all year-round, so you and your family can experience nature in all four

wondrous seasons.

Campground Facilities

Our campground is laid out in a loop with water faucets located at every few

campsites, centrally located restrooms (with hot and cold running water) and coin-
operated showers. Additionally, each campsite comes with a fire ring and grill, and
a picnic table. At the main office, you can register for your campsite, purchase
firewood and ice, and rent sports equipment with no extra charge, such as

volleyball nets and bicycles.

Each campsite costs $10 per night for a maximum of 8 people and two vehicles,
including camper vans. Additional vehicles must be parked in the parking lot by

the main office for an extra charge.

Rental cabins cost $15 per night and can hold a maximum of 4 people. Please be
aware that there is no electricity or running water inside the cabin, and all

cooking must be done outdoors. A grill will be provided for this purpose.

Our luxury cottages cost $25 per night and have bunk beds for up to 6 people.
These cottages also have electricity and running water and fully functional
kitchens, toilets and showers. An outdoor campfire area is located outside the

cottage, although we ask that all meal preparation be done indoors.

Happy Camper Package

Never been camping before? Or maybe your apartment is too small to keep all the
equipment. Camping is , so Eades Pines wants everyone to be able to
experience the great outdoors. Our Happy Camper Package will provide you with
all the equipment you will need, as well as assistance setting up and meal advice,
and we will even throw in the first night’s campsite fee for free if you stay for
more than two nights. Please call the main office in advance for reservations as it
is not possible to do so in person. Please note that this package is only available

from April through October.
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According to this poster, cooking outside is prohibited at .
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1) What is the main purpose of this poster? |I|
To describe the area around Platinum Lake State Park
To invite people to a camping site in a mountainous area

To inform outdoor professionals of a park suitable for camping

® 0 o @

To explain the general rules of camping to beginners

2) Which of the following statements is true?

(1) Users of this campground are required to pay an extra fee for bicycle rentals.

@2 Each group of users can park up to two cars within their campsite, but larger
vehicles such as camper vans are not permitted.

(3 If campers stay in this campground for more than three nights, the fee for the
first two nights will not be charged.

@) The Happy Camper Package is available in limited seasons and can be pre-

booked by phone.
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The number of dairy farming (mgill_ion tons) Raw milk output
(Source: Ministry of
Agriculture,

Forestry and Fisheries)

households nationwide has dropped in the
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According to the agriculture ministry,

the 37,400 dairy farming households

nationwide in 1998 dropped to 15,700 in 30
2018, equivalent to 1,085 households per Nationwide

year giving up the business. Production of
20+ Prefectures

raw milk, which is used to make milk excluding

and butter, also fell by about Hokkaido

percent from 1998 to 2018. As most dairy 10_\

farming  households are  family-run Hokkaido —
businesses, labor shortages and the ’
difficulty of successors are major 019|9é rzooo ™ 65- T -’1|0- T -,1|5?8-—!

factors behind the decline.

A survey by the Tokyo-based Japan Dairy Council found that the average dairy
farming household in Hokkaido had 77.7 milkable cows, compared to only 43.4 cows in
the other 46 prefectures, indicating that many operations in the latter are small-scale.
The average age of non-Hokkaido dairy farmers is older, Witfl) about 80 percent being
at least 50 years old. According to an expert on agricultural economics, production in
Hokkaido supports consumption in the other prefectures. In fiscal 2017, Hokkaido
delivered 400,000 tons of raw milk and 390,000 tons of milk in cartons to the rest of
the nation.

Nationwide, dairy farmers get an average of 17.7 days off per year, or only one or
two days per month. They also work long hours. Farmers who have no successors
think twice about investing in equipment. Common reasons for stopping farming
include aging and disease.

A decline in dairy farming households will also affect the stable supply of raw
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milk. According to the agriculture ministry, the price of a regular-size carton of milk
in supermarkets and other retail outlets rose by about seven yen from April to June
in 2019. “If things continue as they are, it will be difficult to maintain a stable supply
of dairy products through domestic production,” said a Japan Dairy Council official.

(Source: Dairy farm numbers fall 60% in 20 years, The Japan News, June 17, 2019)
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Cicadas are a superfamily of insects with around 2,000 known species worldwide,
aroulr)ld 35 of which live in Japan. Although cicadas are most common in areas with
tropical climates, they can be found as far north as Hokkaido.

Cicadas live for several years underground as nymphs before emerging in summer
or, much less commonly, spring. Once above ground, they shed their exoskeletons to
complete their transition into adulthood.

Adult cicadas live for only about a month before they die, but they certainly make
their presence felt their short lifetimes. Males produce a call that borders on
deafening, rapidly contracting and relaxing membranes in their abdomens in a bid to
attract mates. The distinctive sound, appearance and short lifespan of adult cicadas

2)
have earned them a special place in Japanese culture, and the insects have appeared

in numerous pieces of art and literature over the years.

“I don’t think people really like cicadas,” says a curator of the National Museum
of Nature and Science. “There are lots of them and theyre noisy. But if they
there, it would feel kind of lonely. Japanese people think of cicadas as a symbol of the
summer.” The call of cicadas can often be heard on TV shows and anime. The sound
serves as a shorthand method of conveying the atmosphere of the Japanese summer to
audiences.

The museum curator says the insects have a number of specific features that have

even inspired technological innovations. Cicada wings have anti-reflective properties

3)
that have helped researchers develop materials to reduce glare on computer screens

and smartphones. The wings also have anti-bacterial, self-cleaning and waterproof

properties that have driven the development of other products.

“There are 35 species of cicada in Japan, but each one is completely different,” the
curator says. “That’s very interesting.” Each species varies shape, size, color,
call, habitat, behavior, what time of year they emerge and what type of trees they
suck sap from. The most common species in Japan include the abura zemi, min-min
zemi, kuma zemi and nii-nii zemi.

In most cases, the names given to Japanese cicada species are derived from the
noises they make. The abura zemi —abura meaning oil in Japanese —is so called
because its “jin jin jin jin jin” call resembles the sound of food frying in a pan. One
exception is the kuma zemi, which is named for its large size.

Not all parts of Japan refer to cicada species in the same way, however. According
to the curator, there are many regional distinctions. “There are lots of different ways
to express the sounds that cicadas make in Japanese,” he says. “It’'s like with bird
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songs, where people use a word to describe the sound of a particular call.”

“For kuma zemi, people usually say ‘sha sha sha sha, but in Kyushu they
describe the call as ‘washi washi washi washi.” They use the name washi-washi semi
for that species. ( 7 ) is the same, but ( 1 ) people hear it is different.
Different regions have different ways of hearing the calls.”

While adults may not be so keen to get a close-up look at cicadas, children are
much more enthusiastic. Collecting the discarded shells of cicada larvae is a popular
summer pastime, as is catching the full-grown insects in nets.

The curator says collecting discarded shells is both safe and hygienic, but he urges
cautgz)n when trying to snare the full-grown adults. “A cicada will expel urine at
something to try to surprise it when it’s trying to escape,” he says. “It’s much more
difficult to catch a cicada than you might think. You would think that a bigger net
would be best for catching them, but it’s actually better to use a smaller net. If you're
accurate with a smaller net, they won’t be able to fly out of it.”

But why do children even bother to try to catch something that grotesque? Cicadas
have none of the glamorous appeal of rhinoceros beetles or stag beetles — both wildly
popular with Japanese children —and are too common to be considered a rare
treasure.

Curiosity, the curator says, is the answer. “If kids don’t catch cicadas, they won’t
be able to find out what kind of insects they are,” he says. “That’s the reason they
catch them.”

(Source: From classic literature to anime, seasonal insects have special place in country’s culture by
staff writer (The Japan Times, July 26, 2019))
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(1) adult cicadas

The distinctive sound

appearance and short lifespan
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The distinctive sound, appearance and short lifespan of adult cicadas
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(1 You should be careful about discarded shells of cicada larvae since they can be
harmful.
@ It does not make any difference whether you use a bigger net or a smaller
one to catch cicadas.
3 Adult cicadas might attack you or bite you when you surprise them.

@) Children run after cicadas just because they are so curious about them.
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Awaji Island has been a major manufacturing center of “Awaji-gawara,” one of
Japan’s three major “kawara” tile products.

Since he was young, the 43-year-old president of a kawara manufacturer in
Minami-Awaji had imagined how cool it would be if he could break tiles with his bare
hand. He started developing a specially processed tile that breaks easily. Through trial
and error, he created the ideal thickness, roundness and hardness. Two years later, he

started selling the special kawara named “wareeru,” (1) in Japanese 2 meaning

1)
3 which @ breakable () means). The item has become a hit as customers buy

them as novelty gifts for parties.
The president then opened a karate dojo to start offering tourists and others a

chance to experience ((1) just like @ tiles 3 break @) a karate performer

5 smashing). Visitors }21:)1ve flocked to the dojo for many reasons, such as to relieve
stress or to impress a date. So far, people from the age of 4 to 93 have come to the
facility.

In the production center of Awaji-gawara, a total of 26 million tiles are produced
annually. However, since the Great Hanshin Earthquake, homeowners ((1) glad

3)
@ to use (3 have become @ hesitant ) increasingly) heavy roof tiles. The

number of Awaji-gawara business operators has decreased to about 70, less than one-
third the amount before the disaster.

Overcoming such adverse conditions, the manufacturers on Awaji Island have made
a concerted effort to pass down the tradition to future generations. They have tried to
develop tiles that are more durable and resistant to earthquakes and typhoons,
improve designs and open up new markets including export opportunities. “I am happy
if the dojo plays an instrumental role in increasing people’s familiarity with kawara
tiles,” the president said.
(Source: Karate kid lives his dream to break tiles with fist in Hyogo (The Asahi Shimbun Asia&Japan

Watch, January 6, 2020))
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(1) It took less than two years to develop the special kawara tiles without a trial.
@ The karate dojo has become a popular venue for parties among young

customers.

(3 There used to be more than 200 Awaji-gawara business operators before the

earthquake.

@) Awaji-gawara manufacturers have opened an online shop for overseas

customers.



